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“Building Canada” – Stronger, Safer, Better
Canada’s New Government Takes Final Steps on Historic
$33 Billion Infrastructure Plan 
Ottawa ― July 4, 2007 – Canada's New Government is moving forward on its $33 billion "Building Canada" infrastructure plan.  Over the summer, meetings and negotiations will take place with provinces and territories to conclude agreements on the new funding programs announced in Budget 2007.
“Our next step is to move the plan details to provinces, territories and the municipal sector and enter into discussions, so that we can implement the new infrastructure plan and invest where it’s most needed in the country,” said the Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities. “Today, I can say that we are on target and beginning discussions with a view to conclude agreements with provinces and territories as quickly as possible.”

Worth $33 billion between 2007 and 2014, “Building Canada” provides more funding for provincial, territorial and municipal infrastructure, and for a longer period of time than any federal government since World War II. It includes base funding of $17 billion for municipalities, such as the Gas Tax Fund, which has been extended to 2014 and will be delivered at $2 billion a year starting in 2010. It also includes the 100 per cent GST rebate municipalities will continue to receive.  
The discussions that are starting now will focus on the parameters of the programs, including eligible recipients and project selection criteria:

· Investments in the core National Highway System, public transit, clean water and sewage treatment infrastructure, green energy, among other categories, through the $8.8 billion Building Canada Fund, that will help support large strategic projects as well as smaller-scale municipal projects;

· Base funding of $25 million a year equal per jurisdiction that will help provinces and territories address infrastructure priorities; and
· Investments of $2.1 billion through the Gateways and Border Crossings Fund that will improve the flow of goods between Canada and the rest of the world.  This merit-based fund will help enhance infrastructure at key locations, such as major border crossings between Canada and the United States, and the Atlantic gateway. Four hundred million dollars from this fund is dedicated to the construction of the access road between Highway 401 and the new Windsor-Detroit border crossing.  
“ ‘Building Canada’ will focus on projects of national importance for a stronger, safer and healthier country, such as initiatives for cleaner air and water, a stronger economy through modern infrastructure and a better quality of life for our communities,” added the Minister. “It also demonstrates how Canada’s New Government’s strong partnership approach with provinces, territories and municipalities delivers real results for Canadians.”

To this end, the Government of Canada will also be discussing how all governments will demonstrate accountability to Canadians and identify infrastructure priorities in areas of importance to Canadians and how innovative funding solutions, such as public-private partnerships can be explored to fund projects. These discussions are the continuation of a collaborative, flexible and predictable approach to long-term infrastructure planning.
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